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Service

Service is an integral part of being a balanced individual, enabling oneself to
earich the lives of both those around thetn 45 wetl as their own spirit, | bave strived fo
perform service in my community wheaever presented with the opportunity, often
meaning that I find myself in & wide vanety of situations. Each new expenience provides
o wide variety of challenges, each proving fo be an opportunity t assist the commmunity in
some way. From pet therapy &t a young ae to the more recént chariry walk/runs, | tend
o find that variety is mdeed the spice of life.

I first discovered communty service aroand the time | was three years old and
often traveling with my mother on her various deeds. She was a vohmteer for the pet
thesapy program that visited mursing homes end hospitals with animals,in the bopes of
raising the oocrpmnt s spirits. As the years passed and | grew ap, | contrmed to toke 2n
increasingly active interes! in the program, o the point whene | wikd eves be the:cae i
brise fhe selected animal aromnd the hospital. This was traly ose of my first experiences
with a agjor service organization, and would defmitely not be my last.

T ainre: sk e, ey rvotvement with different chanties and projects e
imcrensod sigificantly. Perbae sone of the most prommest proups mehede Hobiat for

- Humanity and the Svsan (. Komen Fomtation, botk: of whom are establiched groaps

with upstanding histones in service. | bewve pressntly b the chence i work on thres
Habitat homme sies, peviomming taeks sach 28 naiting brricane ties and raising walls.
There s & spessial feediin: ivvobve] with such tasks, heving the knowledge thet ene’s owm
sweat 20d labor will someday soon be the bovs for an vedexprivileged individumk. Since
working on the sites, | have scen two of the bomes completed and moved ino, sllowing
fox 2 bt o sebisfaction i the knowhede that | had indeed helped buikd that howse,

Pettospe. stne of the mast fuen [ have bad performing service though was a the
Susen 0. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation events, keld in the river disinct of Fort
Myers. For the past two years | have: participated in their October walkng/roming evesd,
ereated a8 & waty fo raise movey for the research used to try and find & cure. Through this
event, | had the opportunity to meet a wide assortment of persons, alt there o have a Hitfle
fim afer doing a ot of fundreising, This year's cvent rose over §150,000, causing litte fo
foubd just how effective the event truly was, At & more personal level though, the team |
weas invotved with raised over $1300 of that money.... A mark T hope to at least et close
to with the upeoning March of Dimes event. As one of the feam organizers, it is my duly
to see that wehave & successful fundraising drive in order 1 ses e st moncy

Al alt, 38 serviee to the commiunity, whether through the local Rotary Club
of a8 part of a larper growp effont, 10 be an importans prece of the puzzle that is 2 balanced
lifestyle. Wiihout such service, there are so many events, achievements, and
developments that may yet to be realized, if ever at all, I have tried to apply myself
whenever posstble to such endeavors, attempting to tead 2 virtuous 1ife Tn 21l aspécts,
Simply put, the sense of accomplishment felt from helping others is a feeling vt can™ be
matched, and is one T wish to experience for many vears fir come.






